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AN ARTIST’S RENDERING of Mount Enon  Missionary Baptist Church’s Family Life Center shows the main church building at the far right. The $2.3 million
facility is estimated to take from 12 to 18 months to complete.

Mount Enon church about to realize dream
Congregation has

groundbreaking  for
Family Life Center

BY KAREN RASE
For the Dayton  Daily News

DAYTON  -It was a beautiful and
sunny day when the loyal congrega-
tion of Mount Enon  Missionary
Baptist Church, 1501 W. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Way, gathered in
force May 6 to witness a historic
occasion at the church.

The church’s new drill team,
Unique Children in Christ, marched
in their blue sequined uniforms after
church members, all in their Sunday
best, attended a service to witness
the 1:30 p.m. ground breaking of the
church’s new Family Life Center.

The Rev. J.F. Cunningham opened
the ceremony in a vacant dirt lot
adjacent to the church.

Armed with shovels, church
members and community leaders,
including state Sen. Rhine McLin,

D-Dayton, and City Commissioner
Dean Lovelace, dug in. Church
members, guests and volunteers
were pleased with the architect’s
rendering of the proposed center that
was displayed and they were thank-
ful that their dream had gone from
“vision-to victory.”

“We don’t want it to be just a
building; we want it to be a mission
to Cod,” said the Rev. Dennis Davis.
Deacon Bobby Jones added, “It’s a
glorious day; we’ve been waiting for
it.”

That sentiment was echoed
throughout the crowd that had
gathered. Many at the ceremony
have relatives that are second-,
third- and fourth-generation church
members at Mount Enon.

“My great-grandmother came
here,” said Barbara Dammons, 38,
who sang with her son Jarron,  a
fifth-generation member. Dammons
noted that the church has been a part
of the west Dayton community for 76
years.

“We’re proud to see the roots that
Pastor Cunningham has started. We
pray that a year from now, we’ll  say

we brought a lot of new members to
Cod,” said Joseph Toliver  Mount
Enon  trustee.

In 1976, Cunningham, of Clarks-
ville, Tenn.,  was called to pastor the
church. Under his leadership, the
church built Enon  Plaza and Joshua
Manor apartments in 1989.

The two buildings are located east
of the church in the 1400  block of
West Third Street. Enon  Plaza pro-
vides housing for senior adults and
Joshua Manor provides housing for
people with disabilities.

Upon completion of these projects,
Cunningham shared his vision of a
new center. The church has been
acquiring land and developing plans
with Pinnacle Architects Inc. to
design the $2.8 million center.

The Family Life Center will serve
as the center for Mount Enon’s  min-
istries, which include mission out-
reach, counseling, youth and Chris-
tian education programs. The center
will include a child care center, a
senior citizens activity center, con-
ference and classroom space, a full-
service kitchen, equipment for rec-
reational activities, administrative

offices and a multipurpose area that
wilI  have a stage.

According to the builder, Myler
Church Building Systems Inc. of
Indiana, the 24,000-square-foot  build-
ing is 12 to 18 months away from
completion. Myler has been helping
churches plan, design, finance  and
construct buildings for more than 30
years.

In 1994, Mount Enon  joined with
seven neighborhood churches of
various denominations to form the
Ecumenical Neighborhood Develop-
ment Corp., whose mission is to
improve the quality of life in western
neighborhoods of Dayton.

“We made a conscious decision to
stay in this area,” said Sherre Collier,
chairwoman o f Broadcast
Ministries.

Patricia Matthews, the church
youth director, and Karen Lawrence,
president of youth ministries, were
pleased with the space the new
building would provide for their
programs. The church was founded
in March 1925. The 1,500-member
congregation is composed of subur-
ban and innercity residents. For
more information on Mount Enon,
call 222-0867.


